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Dear Friends, 

 

I grew up in the Strict and Particular Baptists ð a church that was 

certain that only they had the truth, and that no one else (not 

even Anglicans!) was truly a Christian.  I remain grateful that they 

introduced me to the Christian faith which led to my conversion 

a few years later.   

 

However, my time with them meant that I strongly believe 

working with other churches is important.  If we all belong to 

Christ and believe in Him, then we should definitely try and do 

things together ð especially as Jesus prayed that we would be 

one.  Being one with other Christians is a way of helping the 

world to believe in Him.   

 

Gill and I worked on reconciliation between Christian denominations in Romania, and 

I have always built relationships with other churches in my ministry. 

 

First a bit of background:  In 1054 the Christian church split between East and West ð 

known as the ôGreat Schism.õ  We ended up with the Eastern Orthodox Church, with its 

headquarters in Constantinople, and the western Roman Catholic Church with a pope 

in Rome.   

 

Three hundred years later, in the time of Henry VIII, the Roman church was split as the 

Protestant reformers tried to  find their way back to the original form of the faith. At 

different points both Catholics and Protestants were martyred. 

 

In the next century Baptists and others were denied the right to worship in this country.  

John Bunyan finished up in prison for his faith and it seems some of my grandmotherõs 

family were probably in prison with him.  

 

All this is not a pretty story, but in modern times, we have made progress in coming 

back together.  Internationally we have the World Council of Churches, and locally we 

have òChurches Together in Paigntonó.  We are learning to love and understand each 

other, and we work together on important projects, like helping the homeless and 

working amongst young people.  

 

However, relations with the Orthodox have remained difficult  ð they say that 



evangelical churches are not Christian, and evangelicals say that Orthodox people are 

(you guessed it) not Christian either.  Not very friendly! 

 

The Lausanne Orthodox-Evangelical consultations aim to bridge the gap between us, 

and last week I had the privilege of attending this yearõs conference in Finland. 

 

At these conferences evangelicals and Orthodox sit down and talk to each other.  There 

were 60 of us ð theologians from the US, church leaders from Ethiopia, senior clerics 

from Egypt or India or Alaska: some wearing clerical garb that would look at home on 

a teapot! ð and all speaking different languages, although luckily for me, everyone 

spoke English too. 

 

In this gathering we discover that we have a lot in common ð we are both churches 

that take the Bible very seriously, and lay a great emphasis on our personal 

relationship with God.  We also share a deep concern to help others. 

 

This year our theme was Mission ð what it is, and how we can do it.  A subject close to 

my heart!  Each morning one Orthodox and one Evangelical ð including a senior 

Anglican Bishop ð presented papers, then we sat in groups of 10 and talked about 

how we each understood the topic. 

 

The food was great, the scenery in our lakeside conference centre was beautiful, the 

conversation stimulating, but the most wonderful aspect was the great sense of unity 

between the two sides.  We went away thinking about how actually to work together 

in ordinary life in our parishes and countries. 

 

Of course there are still many Orthodox who think that we are unbelievers, and some 

evangelicals who think the same about the Orthodox Church.   I like the story of a 

friend of mine on a plane to Romania, sitting next to a man who said he was òtaking 

the Lord Jesus to Romania!ó  My friend replied, ôThat is strange, because when I visited 

the country, He was already there.õ 

 

Yes, we still have a long way to go to real unity; but we have discovered that Jesus is 

in each otherõs churches ð and that is a good start. 

As one book has it, the way to greater unity is: 

 

“Learning to walk hand in hand, when you don’t see eye to eye.”   

 

Yours in Christ our Lord, Geoff 

 



God wants our 'bonkers' ideas  

  

 

While we were in our final parish before retirement, Bishop 

Latimer church in Birmingham, I could not shake off a crazy 

idea. 

 

I became convinced that the best thing for the church and the 

neighbourhood, would be if a small group of people moved 

into the large, 6-bedroom vicarage, and formed a religious 

community.  This community would have prayer at its heart, 

and would spend their time serving that very needy, socially-

deprived area. 

 

I even went so far as to follow up a few existing communities to see if there was any 

potential for them in the parish.  There was nothing.  Nobody was interested, or th e 

situation wouldnõt work.  Natch.  Nada.  Zilch.  And when I ventured to share this 

bonkers idea with the Archdeacon, he was very ê. patient. 

 

I kept on praying, but clearly the idea needed to go on my Mad Little Notion shelf.  It 

is now more than 3 years since were retired.  The diocese replaced us with a part-time 

priest who had another church, and they rented out the vicarage. 

 

Recently I was researching something on the internet, when completely ôby accidentõ 

I came across the name of a group, the ôNewbigin Communityõ.  Now Lesslie Newbigin 

is a hero of ours.  He was a missionary bishop who spent many years in India, wrote 

some excellent books about the Gospel and society, and was vicar of Bishop Latimer 

for a while.   

 

What I discovered, was that this little group of people were forming a community, to 

pray for the parish and to serve the area.  Some families were buying property in the 

vicinity of Bishop Latimer church and had already started work. 

 

But hereõs the thing.  Two of the families were moving into the vicarage, to begin a 

community.  To pray for and serve the neighbourhood.  And the Bishop of Birmingham 

blessed and dedicated them on 2 September for their ministry and outreach. 

 

Maybe we should take a little more notice of our bonkers ideas.  God might just want 

to do something with them.  

 

Gill Kimber  



St Boniface embraces future  

 

4: taste is the title being given to a café style church 

service which is going to run on the fourth Sunday 

of the month starting 27 th September 4pm at St 

Boniface Church. We will meet in a café style setting 

with different activities to help explore a theme and 

we hope there will be something relevant for all 

ages culminating in tea together.   

 

It is hoped that this will be an informal style of 

Christian community that will emerge as the work of getting to know people and 

building trusting relationships develops. It is encouraging that one or two folk have 

already expressed interest in being part of this project 

 

The community lunch every other Tuesday is still going well and the toddler group on 

Thursdays is also happening. We still face the challenges of communicating to folk 

around that we are doing things at St Boniface. We hope to get a new noticeboard in 

place very soon now and we have a plan to do some regular visiting and distribution 

of bread as a gift from the church for local residents  

 

So please do your best to quash any gossip around town that says St Boniface has 

now closed. It is true that the 9.30am Sunday Eucharist has stopped (9.30am on 

Tuesday ensures Eucharist is celebrated during the week). We share the sadness and 

sense of loss about Sundays. 

 

Stepping out of our house on three out of four Sunday mornings knowing that an 

Anglican Christian service is not meeting on the estate depresses us. We know that 

the service has met many folk at their point of need over the years and some will feel 

the loss of it greatly. 

 

But it is not true that Christian community or Christian mission that has stopped.  It is 

merely one model or one expression of being church, albeit a sacred and dearly loved 

one. Our hope is that together, we can find new ways to speak into this community, 

and new ways to gather and celebrate the good news so that it really does feel like a 

foretaste of the Kingdom.  

 

We have Messy church for families on the second Sunday and 4: taste on the fourth 

Sunday. Let us remain open to listen to the community and to God to ascertain what 

other works he for us to do.     Capt Jeff 



Linen Cloth shows He's coming back  

 

Why did Jesus fold the linen burial 

cloth after His resurrection? I 

never noticed this...SOOOO GLAD 

I TOOK THE TIME TO READ THIS! 

 

The Gospel of John (20:7) tells us 

that the napkin, which was placed 

over the face of Jesus, was not just 

thrown aside like the grave 

clothes. The Bible takes an entire 

verse to tell us that the napkin 

was neatly folded, and was placed separate from the grave clothes. 

 

Early Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 

found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. She ran and found 

Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. 

She said, 'They have taken the Lord's body out of the tomb, and I don't know where 

they have put him!' Peter and the other disciple ran to the tomb to see. The other 

disciple outran Peter and got there first. He stooped and looked in and saw the linen 

cloth lying there, but he didn't go in.  

 

Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings lying 

there, while the cloth that had covered Jesus' head was folded up and lying to the side.   

 

Was that important? Absolutely!   

 

Is it really significant? Yes! 

 

In order to understand the significance of the folded napkin, you have to understand 

a little bit about Hebrew tradition of that day. The folded napkin had to do with the 

Master and Servant, and every Jewish boy knew this tradition. 

 

When the servant set the dinner table for the master, he made sure that it was exactly 

the way the master wanted it.  

  

The table was furnished perfectly, and then the servant would wait, just out of sight, 

until the master had finished eating, and the servant would not dare touch that table, 

until the master was finished. Now, if the master were done eating, he would rise from 



the table, wipe his fingers, his mouth, and clean his beard, and would wad up that 

napkin and toss it onto the table.  

 

The servant would then know to clear the table. For in those days, the wadded napkin 

meant, 'I'm done'.   

 

But if the master got up from the table, and folded his napkin, and laid it be side his 

plate, the servant would not dare touch the table, because........... The folded napkin 

meant, 
 

'I'm coming back!'  

 

HE'S COMING BACK! 

 

Welby addresses refugee crisis  

 

Hearts will have been broken by the front page images which so 

sadly did more t o bring home the agony of the refugee crisis.  

 

This last month has seen a world problem rapidly spinning out of 

control which should be and remain at the centre of our prayer 

lives.  

 

It's a crisis for humanity and it was reassuring to see and hear the Archbishop of 

Canterbury responding so beautifully and sadly to the agonies of Europe and the 

Middle East.  

 

Here's the full text of his statement: 

 

òThis is a hugely complex and wicked crisis that underlines our human frailty and the 

fragility of our political systems. My heart is broken by the images and stories of men, 

women and children who have risked their lives to escape conflict, violence and 

persecution. 

 

òThere are no easy answers and my prayers are with those who find themselves fleeing 

persecution, as well as those who are struggling under immense pressure to develop 

an effective and equitable response. Now, perhaps more than ever in post-war Europe, 

we need to commit to joint action across Europe, acknowledging our common 

responsibility and our common humanity.  

 



òAs Christians we believe we are called to break down barriers, to welcome the stranger 

and love them as ourselves (Leviticus 19:34), and to seek the peace and justice of our 

God, in our world, today. 

 

òWith winter fast approaching and with the tragic civil war in Syria spiralling further 

out of control, we must all be aware that the situation could yet worsen significantly. I 

am encouraged by the positive role that churches, charities and international agencies 

are already playing, across Europe and in Syria and the surrounding areas, to meet 

basic humanitarian needs. These efforts may feel trivial in the face of the challenge, 

but if we all play our part this is a crisis that we can resolve. 

 

òWe need a holistic response to this crisis that meets immediate humanitarian need 

while tackling its underlying drivers. I commend the UK Government for its strong 

commitment to the worldõs poorest people through the delivery of the aid budget. It 

has shown global leadership by providing £900 million since 2012 to the crisis in Syria. 

It has also shown moral leadership in using Royal Navy ships to save the lives of 

hundreds who have tried to make the dangerous crossing across the Mediterranean. 

 

òI hold in my heart particularly those who are most vulnerable in conflict, and those 

who we have a special duty to protect. The Government has rightly sought to provide 

sanctuary to unaccompanied children, women and those who have been victims of, or 

are at risk of, sexual violence. I welcome this, while urging a renewed commitment to 

taking in the most vulnerable. 

 

òThe Church has always been a place of sanctuary for those in need, and Churches in 

the UK and across Europe have been meeting the need they are presented with. I 

reaffirm our commitment to the principle of sanctuary for those who require our help 

and love. The people of these islands have a long and wonderful history of offering 

shelter and refuge, going back centuriesñ whether it be Huguenot Christians, Jewish 

refugees, Ugandan Asians, Vietnamese boat people or many, many more. 

 

òIt has always been controversial at the time it happened, always been seen as too 

difficult. Yet each time we have risen to the challenge and our country has been 

blessed by the result. 

 

òWe cannot turn our backs on this crisis. We must respond with compassion. But we 

must also not be naïve in claiming to have the answers to end it. It requires a pan-

European responseñ which means a commitment to serious-minded diplomatic and 

political debate, but not at the expense of  practical action that meets the immediate 

needs of those most in need of our help.ó 

 



Church should be like a good hotel  

 

This is the second in a series of articles from Gill Kimber's late father Philip Bell 

who was an ordained member of the World Wide Anglican Church. He worked 

in various areas of Cumbria, Lancashire, south London , Tristan Da Cunah, 

Hampshire and Wiltshire. He addresses a problem which sadly still persists in our 

churches a number of years after it was first written. 

 

òExcuse me, vicar, I donõt want to appear nosey, but do you know the name of the 

couple who have been sitting behind me in church for the past six months?ó 

 

Have you ever thought that a church should be a bit like a good hotel. Where the 

guests feel wanted and looked after and when the managementõs constant concern is 

to bring in as many people as possible who are not there now. Future guests are 

essential. 

 

I would like to have a go at answering the question, ôHow can my Church become like 

that?õ 

 

 

So why donõt we get more new church members? 

 

Where to start looking for the answer to this struck me one day last summer after I 

had been looking out of our kitchen window, and noticing that over half the row of 

nearby sweet peas looked miserable. Their stems were bent and the flowers looked 

half-dead. 

 

I went outside and put on my bi -focals to examine them closely. The plants were 

covered in green-fly! The stems and buds were almost solid with these wretched 



aphids. I realised that I must have walked past these flowers several times without 

noticing the infestation.  

 

Without my glasses I could not focus onto this problem which was all the time very 

close to me. I could not see the green-fly on my sweet peas even though what was 

wrong was right under my nose. 

 

What I am going to say to you in this posting is this: We church people need to put 

on our spiritual specs and see the problems which are right under our  noses -often 

inside the buildings where we worship. 

 

Let us start with the topic of WELCOME to people arriving at chu rch. 
 

When we lived in Bournemouth, my colleague and I decided that for a period, while 

one of us took Sunday Evensong, the other would attend one of the other churches in 

the area. 

 

I shall always remember those experiences. 

 

I wore collar and tie, so as to appear like any other visitor to Bournemouth.  

Every time I went to a ònon-conformistó or òFree churchó (i.e. not C. of E.), there was 

always someone to welcome me, ask me whereabouts I would like to sit, and generally 

be genuinely friendly. In passing into the main area of the church someone else would 

give me the books I needed. 

 

Compare this with the Church of England churches! 

 

The typical experience there was like this: As one entered the building there would be 

someone by the bookcase who was busily engaged in talking to a fellow church -

member. He would hardly notice the strangerõs arrival, indeed he would only just 

notice you out of the corner of his eye and hand you a couple of books while the 

conversation with his pal continued. Probably no other person would say a word to 

you, (not even ògood eveningó), from the time of arrival to the moment of driving away 

in the car. 

 

Several times the first thing seen on entering would be the behind of the person 

bending over the bookcase, and one waited for the book-bending body to straighten 

up. 

 

These experiences were in the mid 1970s. 

 



Following so-called òretirementó, (òre-cyclementó would be a better word!), I have been 

to churches in the North West, South East and òWest Countryó parts of England ð 

about 40 in all ð and found few exceptions to this kind of experience. 

 

(Since I first wrote these words my wife and I have had a late Spring holiday in a large 

South Coast resort. On the Sunday morning we went to one of the well-known 

churches there. As we entered the door we saw four men, all with their backs to us, all 

bending over a table by the bookcase. 

 

We stood waiting for a while until one of them realised that someone was there and 

turned just enough to hand some books to my wife. He forgot to give me a ny and I 

had to interrupt his conversation with his colleagues to ask for mineê. Typical!) 

 

I used to have a devotional booklet called òThe Lord our Brotheró, (referring to Jesus 

as our brother, of course). I expect the title was based on Christõs statement, òWhoever 

does the will of God is my brother, sister and my Motheró (Mark 3 v.35). 

 

In other words, His Church is intended to be His second family. 

 

People who acknowledge the same Father, the same Elder Brother, and who have the 

same family Spirit are, essentially, brothers and sisters. 

 

The old fashioned, òDearly beloved brethrenó means, òMy dear brothers and sistersó. I 

am thankful that our modern services begin with the opening words, the phrase, òMy 

brothers and sisters êò 

 

But the good old Church of  England, (if ògoodó is the right word) does not seem to 

believe this. There are so few ordinary church people who think of a stranger or visitor 

to their church as a member of the same family as themselves. 

 

Before I go on I would like to mention one holi day experience, (but only one) when 

my wife and I walked into an empty pew and as we sat down the person in front of us 

turned round, greeted us warmly and said, òOur priest is very sincere and friendly. Iõm 

really sure you will enjoy this service with us.ó 

 

After nearly 40 years I still look back on that with great pleasure. 

 

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water. 'The sermon tonight: 

'Searching for Jesus.' 



With a little help from our Friends  

 

The Friends of Paignton Parish Church is a social and fundraising group. We provide 

grants to enable the Church to purchase particular items which enhance and improve 

the experience for all who visit and worship in this historic Parish Church.  

 

We always try to vary our programme of events, which are always enjoyed by those 

who attend.  This will be our 3rd year of organising the successful Christmas Tree 

Festivals. 

 

Although weõve been going for just over twenty years, in the last three years alone 

weõve given more than Ã18,000! This has enabled the church to purchase a new 

security system and a new and up to date sound system.  

 

One project that has pleased us all as committee members and I am sure you will have 

noticed is the ongoing restoration of the Churchyard Lights.   

 

So come and join us! Help us do more! Membership starts at a modest £12 per year. 

 

In return we offer members reduced entry at all our events, a newsletter to keep you 

up to date and opportunities to volunteer and assist with our events  and meet new 

people. 

 

Please complete the membership form at the back of this magazine if you would like 

to become a Friend and hand it to Mrs Pat Kerswell or one of the committee members. 

 

The easiest way to pay is by standing order. It keeps our administration costs to a 

minimum. 

 

Please let us have your email address so we can keep you up to date with our news 

and events. We promise not to spam you! 

 

Our Committee members are - 

 

Ann Howard Mavis Hawkins 

Pat Kerswell James Devonport 

Rose Maddock Ginny Piper  

Ros Willis-Fear Moira Devonport 

Jennie Litt 

 



What the Friends have plannedé 

 

On Saturday the 10th October, 7.30pm, The Torbay Police Choir will be performing at 

the Parish Church.  Tickets £6 to include a glass of wine and nibbles.   All welcome. 
 

We will be holding our Third Annual Christmas 

Tree Festival during December  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Festival 

will take place over a weekend starting on Friday 

11th evening until the afternoon of Sunday 13th.  
 

Events taking place include: 
 

Friday 11th December  7.30pm  Festival Opening and Quiz  

       Night in Church 

Saturday 12th December  11am  Christmas Tree Festival Coffee Morning  

in Church  

7.30pm Christmas Tree Festival Parishioners  

(and Friends) Concert in Church 

Sunday 13th December    Usual services in Church 



More details to follow. Please put the dates and events in your diaries and invite 

anyone you know to join us. 

 

We are looking for assistance with setting up the trees and for people and 

organisations to sponsor trees. Please let Ann Howard, Mavis Hawkins or myself know 

if you can help. 

 

Sponsorship forms will be available in the coming weeks.    
 

 

We have all probably said it to ourselves òChristmas 

cards in the shops alreadyó and now The Friends are 

doing the same thing!   

  

A pack of 5 cards for £2ñeven more reasonable than 

last year!  Please remember that all profits from the 

sale of these cards will go to the work of the Friends 

in the Parish church.   They are on sale in the Parish 

Church.   

 

 

 

And êêêêê if you need a diary for 2016 the Friends are selling the Church Diaries at 

a cost of £1 each.  Please ask one of the Committee Members if you would like one. 

 

 
  

The restoration of the lights so far êêêê. 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Humility: the toughest call of all  

 

 “Humility is not thinking less of yourself but 

thinking of yourself less. 

 

”It was CS Lewis who ð as ever ð produced the above 

quote and whenever I see it ð which has been many 

times now ð it stops me in my tracks and I'm forced 

to ask myself: òHow often do I think about myself 

each day...and how many about Jesus.ó 

 

Humility and what it really means is summed up for me in the great Philippians 

scripture ð Chapter 2 verses 5 to 11 where we read: 

 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:  

6 Who, being in very nature[ a] God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;  

7 rather, he made himself nothing  

by taking the very nature[ b]of a servant,  

being made in human likeness.  

8 And being found in appearance as a man,  

he humbled himself  

by becoming obedient to death ñ 

even death on a cro ss! 9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  

and gave him the name that is above every name,  

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father. 12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have 

always obeyedñnot only in my presence, but now much more in my absence ñ

continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God 

who works in you to will and to a ct in order to fulfil his good purpos e. 

 

Interesting that humility is tied so closely to our salvation in verse 12 and the use of 

the words òfear and tremblingó attached! 

 

It's tough, it's challenging, it's daunting because it runs against all our natural 

instincts but if we are to become Christ-like and attract people to our blessed 

Saviour it is entirely necessary. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29398a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A1-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29399b


I've yet to meet a person who doesn't enjoy being praised, flattered or thought to be 

amusing, clever, intelligent or gifted. Sadly, pride is often as prevalant in the church as 

it is in the world but if we really want to serve the one who saved us, it has to be put 

to death and buried because in represents pride ð and it was that which saw Lucifer 

get out of control and fall from heaven (Luke 10: 18).  

 

We're all guilty of it. I know I had a real problem with it when I first became a Christian, 

wanting praise and admiration for every deed I did on Christ's behalf, often forgetting 

that it was the Holy Spirit of God compelling me to do what Chris t wanted of me. 

 

However, once we start to break the Phillippians scripture down there's an amazing 

encouragement to be found because after the description of Christ's humility we find 

these words: 

 

9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  

and gave him the name that is above every name,  

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father.  

 

What does that mean for us? Quite simply this: That the more humble we become, the 

higher we will be lifted up in the kingdom of God which works in direct contradiction 

to the wo rld where constant praise and admiration goes with achievement and success.  

Humility is a biblical princip le we have to learn if we want to be raised up by the King 

of Kings. 

 

The same principle appears early on in the Old Testament where in Numbers 12: 3 

we read:  

 

Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face 

of the earth.  

 

Just look what God did with him!  

 

It often takes a lifetime to learn but the 'humility principle' is absolutely key to our 

Christian development. 

 

Hugh 

 



Parish Ladiesõ Group 

 

Our visit to the Exeter Synagogue on August 24th was most enlightening, and also 

surprising, because we had not realised that there were so many similarities between 

Christianity and Judaism. 

 

Our guide, Richard Halsey, started by telling us his own history, particularly interesting 

because he did not know he was Jewish until he was of college age. 

 

After his introduction he led us through the ritual of Jewish worship.  

 

Did you know that the Exeter synagogue is the third oldest in Britain?  

 

Unfortunately, our visit to Little Harbour at St Austell had to be cancelled as the price 

for each person had proved prohibitive.  

 

On September 28th you received a copy of your winter programme at the Bring and 

Share Supper.  If you were not there or if you would like to join us, please contact 

Valerie Stephens or me to receive a programme.  The registration fee is Ã5.  Our ôphone 

numbers are in the magazine. 

 

Our Snack & Chat Lunch on Monday, October 19th will be at the Palace Hotel, Paignton 

at 12.30pm.  Thank you. 

 

Audrey Smith 

 

When God says: òThis is Your Life!ó 

 

Do you remember the T.V. programme where 

someone is on a stage at a public meeting, and 

while he or she is speaking, they are interrupted 

by Eamonn Andrews.  He is clutching a bright red 

book and addressing the speaker says òThis is 

your Lifeò. Subsequently we see and hear a story 

of that life.  

 

Recently, at the request of my youngest daughter, I started to write my life story. Whilst 

doing so I realised that it was a story telling of those parts of my life that I would not 

mind others knowing about. (Rather like the T.V. stories). 



But what about the rest that I have not disclosed? What if God called to me and said 

òRon Bergman, This is your life ò 

 

The words of The Confession of Faith loomed large, òAlmighty God to whom all hearts 

are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets are hidden êê. 

 

I think back to my early childhood when one Sunday I joined a plot, with two or three 

other boys, to miss going to Sunday School. Making matters worse by arranging for 

other boys to obtain extra texts (our proof of attendance ).  

 

Then off we went feeling quite clever (òPride comes before a fall.ó) to Rydon Quarry 

where we found a metal roofing sheet and bent up one end. Then going to the top of 

the ôspoil tip ôwe slid down on our sledge, which was fine fun until we all took a tumble 

on our way down. 

 

Fortunately apart for minor scrapes the only injury was our pride, but our clothes, our 

Sunday best clothes and school shoes!!! My navy blue trousers covered in limestone 

dust, made worse by trying to brush it off with my hands and school shoes scuffed. 

 

There would be no use producing a text on arrival home, not even if it read òBe sure 

you sins will find you out.ó It was a case of admitting what you had done and accepting 

the consequences. 

 

This little story is in my book.  As for all my other failings, well although God already 

knows them all I hope I have asked His forgiveness for them and await His judgement. 

 

Do we want a bright shiny cover on our book with fancy embellishments that will look 

good on the shelf for all to see: or will the co ver be marked with the stains of rust from 

the nails and the tears and blood of Jesus who died and took our sins on the cross so 

they do not appear on the pages within? 

 

About 60 years ago I asked a farmer how he managed to plan years ahead, the cycle 

of changes of use within the many fields he owned. I have never forgotten his reply, 

 

òWell itõs easy, just plan your life like you will live forever, and live your life as though 

you may die tomorrow.ó 

 

Ron B 
 

 

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  



Bishop pays tribute to Queen  
 

The Bishop of Exeter The Rt Revd Robert Atwell paid tribute to Her Majesty the Queen 

as she became the longest reigning monarch in British history last month. 

 

He said: òLike the majority of people, I cannot remember a time when Queen Elizabeth 

was not on the throne. 

 

In an age often obsessed by youth and beauty, sometimes above wisdom and maturity, 

there is something supremely wonderful that our Head of State should be a great -

grandmother in her late 80s. 

 

òOne of the reasons why the Queen has weathered various storms, including her own 

annus horribilis, is her deep Christian faith. It is why people of other faiths respect her. 

She doesnõt trivialise religious commitment. 

 

òPersonally, I am amazed by her extraordinary capacity for hard work. There arenõt 

many great grandmothers doing what she does on a daily basis and with such evident 

pleasure.  She has a unique way of generating goodwill, of celebrating the work of 

ordinary people and charities, and encouraging service to others. Long may she reign.ó 

 

Bellringing News  

 

Ringing to celebrate the Queen as the longest reigning Monarch 

 

The ringers celebrated on 8 September that HM Queen Elizabeth II 

became the longest reigning UK monarch on 9 September.   

God Save the Queen.   

 

Whether the event being celebrated is international, national or local, the ringing is 

ultimately local ð local ringers ringing local bells, heard by the local community. Our 

tower is better placed to do this than others, as it is close to the centr e of the town, 

where most people can hear the bells. It is important to let people know that there is 

a special event. This church based activity is reaching out to engage with the 

surrounding community. The event could be a local wedding, or a national on e such 

as celebrating that the Queen is now the longest reigning British monarch.   

 

If you are interested in ringing, please do contact John Kelly (556208). Ringers come 

from all walks of life and a range of ages. Ringing is a team activity that stimulates the 

brain and keeps us fit.   



Tower Captain celebrates 80th birthday 

John Kelly, BEM, who joined Paignton in 1952 and has been Captain since 1958, was 

80 in September. There were many celebrations including plenty of ringing. 

Congratulations to John. 

 

August Bank Holiday Outing 

We joined John Kelly who arranged an excellent outing for the bell ringers for August 

Bank Holiday Monday ringing at churches in and around Great Torrington. This was a 

car outing as there was an insufficient number to run a coach. We made use of the 

cars by travelling to places that cannot be reached by a coach. We also met some 

friends who joined us for ringing and for the evening meal at the Tom Cobley, Spreyton. 

 

Hand Bell Ringing leading up to Christmas 

The majority of the money raised in the past has been donated to Dame Hannah 

Rogers Trust, a non-maintained residential special school, which provides for students 

with severe physical difficulties. If you would like to help the hand bell team out in any 

way, or want to try hand bell ringing, or believe there is another charity that should 

be considered, please come and see us.  We practise on Tuesdays from 7.30pm in the 

church. No particular skills are required to ring hand bells, although flexible wrists and 

a sense of timing will help. We have a lot of fun and laughter especially when we visit 

the many clubs, pubs and hotels leading up to and over Christmas. 

 

Competition 

The local striking competition for the Deanery of Newton Abbot, Ipplepen and 

Torbay (NAIT) is to be held at Kingsteignton on 24 October. 

 

Michael Webster 

 

Mothers' Union Matters  

 

First of all, thank you, Ruth, for your account of the MU General Meeting.  This gives a 

very good indication of what the Mothersõ Union is all about nationwide and 

worldwide.    

 

In addition, the warmth and fellowship of the members shines through.  Although our 

Branch is small in numbers, we offer as much support as we can to Parish events even 

though the old chestnut so often seen in news from various  Parishes òand the Mothersõ 

Union made the teaó does not always apply.  (We make cakes too).  We look forward 

to all the events planned for our Parish in the Autumn.   

 



You do not have to be a member to come to our Corporate Communion on the first 

Wednesday of every month.  The next will be on 7th October and everyone is welcome, 

men, women and children. 

 

Paula Christian 

Secretary to the Branch MU. 

 

Prayer of the month  

 

On 18 October we celebrate the feast of Luke the Evangelist. He was a Greek doctor, 

highly educated, who travelled with the apostle Paul. He wrote two books, the Gospel 

of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. 

 

We owe him an immeasurable debt for all he told us about our Lord, and about the 

faith adventures of the apostles after Jesus had returned to heaven. 

 

Almighty God, 

you called Luke the physician, 

whose praise is in the gospel, 

to be an evangelist and physician of the soul: 

by the grace of the Spirit 

and through the wholesome medicine of the gospel, 

give your Church the same love and power to heal; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 
 

Time Out - The Monday coffee mornings have re-opened from 9am to 12noon 

(except bank holidays).  We are using the lovely new extension for this, with the 

clothes sale in the main hall. It's an important community project.  Please advertise 

this to your friends and support us if you can.   Pat Bourgault 669243  

 

Club 2000  

No coach trip in October  

November 26th our Annual Tinsel & Turkey Lunch (your choice) at the Smugglers Inn 

at Dawlish via Jackõs Patch.  Price Ã8.50. 

 
 



Outlook Shop, 22 Palace Avenue, Paignton.  
  

We need Jigsaw Puzzles (complete) and plastic Carrier Bags ð if 

anyone can help, please will you drop them into the shop.   

Many thanks from The Outlook Team. 

 

Thank you  

 

We would like to thank everyone who sent cards, messages of sympathy and supported 

us all in prayer following the death of Ron Humphreys, our loving husband, father and 

grandfather. 

 

It was wonderful to see so many friends as well as family at his funeral in August to help 

us celebrate his long life spent almost entirely in Paignton, where he grew up, 

worshipped and was active in serving others. 

 

Thank you too for making donations totalling almost £200 to Mission Aviation 

Fellowship in his memory. 

 

Kathleen Humphreys, Ruth and Michael, Catherine, Peter and Tom Collop 

 

Parish Registers  

 

Baptisms  20th September 2015 Lexi Jane Ellen Howard 

In Memorium 10th August 2015 Meg Williams 

 17th August 2015 Arthur Slaughter 

 

Calendar for October 2015  

 

1 Thu 10.30am Coffee Chat & Creativity: St Andrew CC 

  10.00am Bible Study Group: The Vicarage 

2 Fri 10.45am Bereavement Coffee Morning: The Vicarage 

  6.30pm Harvest Service followed by Harvest Supper: Parish 

Church 

4 Sun 9.30am Breakfast Service: St Andrew 

  6.30pm Wholeness & Healing: Parish Church 

5 Mon 9.00am  Time Out: Coverdale Centre 

6 Tue 7.30pm Bread Making & Prayer Together: St Boniface  



  7.30pm Bible Study Group: The Vicarage 

7 Wed 10.00am Mothersõ Union Corporate Communion: Parish Church 

  11.00am Mass followed by lunch: St Andrew 

8 Thu 10.30am Coffee Chat & Creativity: St Andrew CC 

10 Sat 7.30pm Torbay Police choir Concert: Parish Church  

11 Sun 10.00am Mess Church: St Boniface  

  6.30pm    Torbay Deanery Evensong: St John’s Torquay 

12 Mon 9.00am  Time Out: Coverdale Centre 

13 Tue 12.15pm Hot Pot Lunch: St Boniface   

14 Wed 11.00am Mass followed by lunch: St Andrew 

15 Thu 10.00am Bible Study Group: The Vicarage 

  10.30am Coffee Chat & Creativity: St Andrew CC 

18 Sun 9.30am Breakfast Service: St Andrew 

  6.30pm Evensong & Meditation: St Andrew 

19 Mon 9.00am  Time Out: Coverdale Centre 

  12.30pm Parish Ladiesõ Group Snack & Chat Lunch: Palace Hotel  

  2.30pm Parish Prayer Group: Parish Church 

20 Tue 2.30pm Coffee, Cakes & Bowls: St Boniface 

  7.00pm Home Study Group: 155 Maidenway Road 

  7.30pm Bible Study Group: The Vicarage 

21 Wed 11.00am Mass followed by lunch: St Andrew 

  2.00pm The Rosary Group: St Andrew 

22 Thu 10.30am Coffee Chat & Creativity: St Andrew CC 

25 Sun 4.00pm 4:taste at St Boniface  

  6.30pm Evening Prayer: Parish Church 

26 Mon 9.00am  Time Out: Coverdale Centre 

27 Tue 12.15pm Hot Pot Lunch: St Boniface  

28 Wed 11.00am Mass followed by lunch: St Andrew 

29 Thu 10.00am Bible Study Group: The Vicarage 

  10.30am Coffee Chat & Creativity: St Andrew CC 

31 Sat 9.00am Menõs Breakfast: Park Hotel 

 

Articles for the November magazine should be submitted by Sunday 18th October.  All 

articles are to be sent to Hugh at hugh.southon@sky.com or put in the ôMõ pigeonhole 

at the Parish Church.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hugh.southon@sky.com


Friends of Paignton Parish Church  

 

I/We wish to enrol as a Friend of Paignton Parish Church and enclose the 

appropriate subscription.  

 

Annual Subscription  

 

Individual    £12                    Couple £20  

 

Life Membership  

 

Individual     £240                  

 

 

Title........................................................................................... 

 

Name  

(including first name)............................................................. 

 

Address..................................................................................... 

 

.................................................................................................... 

 

Postcode................................. Tel No................................... 

 

email.......................................................................................... 

 

I/we enclose our annual subscription of £...............  

 

and/or d onation of £...............  

 

Gift Aid declaration  

I would like all my donations to the Friends of Paignton Parish Church to be 

treated as Gift Aid donation until I notify you otherwise. I will have paid an 

amount of tax at least equal to the tax to be recl aimed. 

 

Signed.......................................... date................................... 

 

 



Standing Order  

 

 

To The Manager..........................................................Bank 

 

Bank Address.......................................................................... 

 

.................................................................................................... 

 

Post Code.............................. 

 

 

Please pay to The Friends of Paignton Parish Church, CAF Bank, 25 Kings Hill 

Avenue, Kings Hill, West Mailing, Kent ME19 4JQ  

Sort Code: 40 -52-40 Acc Number 00016816  

 

the sum of:  

 

 

£................. (................................................................words)  

 

 

on the.....................day of ..................................... 20......... 

 

And thereafter annually on the same day each year until further notice. This 

Standing order cancels any previous standing order to this beneficiary.  

 

 

Name......................................................................................... 

 

Address..................................................................................... 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 
 


